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2 2 SURVEY AREA

1 Intr odudion

At therequestof Mr. Roy E. King, Jr,, T. S. Dye & ColleaguesArchaeologts, Inc.

conductedan archaeologicalnventay surwey of the subjectproperty locatedwithin

thetraditionalahupua’aof Kaloko, North KonabDistrict, Islandof Hawai'i. Thesuney

work wasconductedverthecourseof threedays,beginning on Novenber19th,2002,
and endingon Novemker 21st, 2002 and was directedby ThomassS. Dye with the

assistancef Seamus?uette Approximatelythirty man-hoursof laborwereexpended
in carryingoutthe eld work.

The primaryobjectivesof this archaeologicainvenory surney wereasfollows:

ahupua’a

1. to determinghe presencer absenc®f ary archaeologicalesourcepresenbn
theproperty;

2. to assesshe potentialsigni cance of ary andall identi ed archaeologicate-
mainsdiscovered;and

3. tode ne thescopeof ary subsequerdrchaeologicalork thatmaybenecessary
or appropriate.

2 SurveyArea

The projectareais a roughly 22 acre parcelowned by Mr. Roy E. King, Jr. It is
identi ed ontax mapsasparcel3—7—-3—-2411 ( g. 1). Locatedaboutl mile above the
MamalahodHighway, the undevelopedparcelis situaed between2,100and2,400ft.
above sealevel (g. 2). It is boundedon the eastby Kaloko Drive andon the north,
west, and southsidesby other undeveloped parcels. The southparcelboundaryis
marked alongmostof its lengthby string andplasticengineeringags setup by de-
velopersof parcelsto the south. The parcelto the northappeargo have beenpartially
bulldozedandthe propertyboundaryherecanusuallybe detectedy changesn vege-
tationor by pilesof looserock pushedy abulldozer Thewestboundarnyis notmarked
in ary way.

2.1 Environment

The projectareais positionedon the upperslopesof Mt. Hualalai andits topography
is dominatedby declining elevation and numerousshallov gullies that run roughly
from eastto west. Vegetationis quite thick throughoti the entire parceland consists
primarily of “ie’ie (FrecinetiaarboreaGaud.) Hawaiiantreefern (Cibotiumsplendens
(Gaud.) Krajina), Christmas-berry{Sdinusterebinthiblius Raddi),and ohi*a lehua
(Metrosideros collina [Forst.] Gray supsp.polymorphgGaud.] Rock), with scattered
stravberry guava (Psidiumcattleiarum Sabine),andsilver oak (Grevillea robuga A.
Cunn.). Thegeologyof the areais bestdescribedaslight soil cover, naturaloutcrops,
and an alundanceof rough cobblesandboulders(g. 3). The basecomposiion of
s the areais prehistoric’a’a (Cordy et al. 1991:426). An arm of the 1801lava ow
approachesut doesnot enterthe projectarea. The climateof the areais cool, owing
primarily to its elevation, with light shaversoccurringregularly in the afternoons.
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Figurel. Locationof theprojectparcelonatax mapof plat3—7-3—-2.

2.2 Background Reseach

Kaloko ahupua’ahasa long histay of humansettlement The following materialhas
beenadaptedrom a Scopeof Work for the Kaloko area,written by Dr. RossCordy;
BranchArchaeologisfor the StateHistoric Preseration Division (SHPD).

Locatedapproximatelyfour miles north of the city of Kailua-Kona, the land of
Kaloko lieswithin thetraditionaldistrict of Kona.An ahupua“aor land-sliceoccupied
by a communty, Kaloko's boundariegxtendedfrom thereefwatersall theway upto
theforeston theslopesof Mt. Hualalai.

Researclinto the history of Kaloko hasshowvn thatthe areawaspermanentlyset-
tled quite early, with a housesitelocatednearthe shoredatedto A.D. 900sto 1200s.It
hasbeensuggestedhattheseearly residentfarmedin the uplandswhererainfall was
sufcient, mostlikely usingsmall clearingsat the 900to 1,000foot elevations Over
the courseof subsequententuriesthe population of Kaloko continuedto grow, until,



heiau

4 2 SURVEY AREA

r % = \ ) \ )M IO SO DO I Y et Wy VAl 7
) |LimGerpe h | R
s '
. 3
(il 408 N
. i \ o -
«
)

e (i ) \
AT
”:,

0
5

JEENS

|
|

1
et
“.\\\\ \

x ‘\‘ )
(‘\&{’\\\E

Figure2. Locationof theprojectareaontheU.S.G.S Kailuaquadrangle.

by the 1600sto 1700s,Kaloko had a sizablepopulationfor the drier landsnorth of
Kailua. Thebulk of theresidentsincludinga high chief, livednearthe shore wherea
largeheiau shpondandcemeterywerealsolocated.Trailsledinlandto theresidents
agricultural elds, wheretaro, sweetpotatoand perhapanoreweregrown. The pri-
mary elds extendedfrom the 900foot to the 2,300foot elevation,andwerebounded
by low stonewalls, clearedfrom theinterveningareas Additionaly, a few permanent
habitatimmswould alsohave beenpresenhere.Informal elds, clearingsmoundspits,
smallterracesandthelik e, werefoundbelown the 900foot elevationmark, usedfor the
growing of cropsin lesssoil andrainfall. From 2,300feetup to 3,500feet, additional
smallinformal elds were found, runningup to what was probablythe fringe of the
forest. This generalKaloko patternappearso betypical for the centralKonadistrict,
thoughKaloko's elds extendedmuchfartherinlandthanthoseof adjacentands,due
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Figure3. Vegetationandsoil coverin theprojectarea.Thescaleis markedin 10cm
increments.

to Kaloko's larger populationits residenthigh chief, or perhapsomethingelse.

Europearcontactradicallychangedall of this, with popubktiondecreasingapidas
aresultof imported diseaseandemigrationto the port townsof KailuaandHonoldu.
Only six householdstill lived alongthe shorein the early 1800s,and by the 1830s
to 40s, the shoreseemdo have beenlargely abandoned A smallinland populaton
remainedhowever, andevengrew slightly with the homesteagrogramin Kohanaiki
in thelate 1800s.Still, populatonin Kaloko remainedsmall. Areasundercultivation
likewisedecreasedandby the 1840sto 50s elds undercultivation werefocusedbe-
tweenthe 1,200to 1,700foot elevations. Outlying elds werelargely abandonedas
weretheformal elds athigherelevatons. The shoreline shpond remainedn opera-
tion, but cameincreasinglyunderthe control of the high chief who held Kaloko, who
appointeda caretaler to seeto its maintenance.

By the 1880s,Kaloko graduallylostits identty asa communfy, meiging with the
larger uplandcommuniy of North Konawhich stretchedrom Keahuoli to Hu ehu’e
Ranchwith theKohanaikiHomesteadthefocusof theKaloko area.By theturnof the
century Kaloko wasacquiredby theemeping Hu ehu eRanch,andmuchof Kaloko's
focusbecamaanch-related.

2.3 Previous Archaeology

The ahupua’aof Kaloko hasbeenthe site of intensve archaeologicatesearchn the
early 1970s(Rengerl970; Cordy et al. 1991)and hassinceseena numberof more
recentcontractarchaeologyrojects(RosendahR000; NeesandWilliams 1995; Bar
reral985,1992;FagerandGraves1993;Kennedy1983,1984;Hammatt1980),all of
whichareon le in the StateHistoric Preseration Division (SHPD)of ce.

Archaeologicalemainsrecordedby thesesuneys belav the 2,300ft elevationin-
cludeanextensie systemof secondaragricultural elds, consisthgof walls,terraces,
enclosuresplatforms,mounds,anddepressionsMany of the recordedfeatureswere
orientedparallelto the coastandplacedwithin the east-westunninggullies,suggest-
ing afunctionasanerosioncontrolmeasure.
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Basedon the projectareas elevation it would appearthat the parcelis situated
within thelower limits of aprevioudy identi ed upland-foreszone(Cordyetal. 1991;
Rosendah1973). Theupland-forestonewasnotedasbeingexploitedfor variousraw
materialsby early Hawaiians,but rarelyinhabitd,asCordyetal. (1991)notes:

thelow densityof remaingabove 2,300feetelevation], andthe natureof
theremainsstronglysuggesthattheforestin thisareawasnotextensiely
cleared put ratherwascutin smallpatcheqCordyetal. 1991:415).

Rosendahl(2000) notesalso that Land Commis$son Award testimones follow-
ing the GreatMaheleindicatethat uplandKaloko wasunigueamongthe North Kona
ahupua’aasa sourceof koa (Acaciakoa), suggestig thattheforestedareasf Kaloko
werenotclearedfor agriculture(Rosendahf000:2).

A recentarchaeologicainvestgationof the parceldirectly adjacento the project
areadeterminedthat no archaeologicafeatureswere found to be present(Neesand
Williams 1995:13). This investation also notesthat the extensive eld systemof
Kaloko extendedup to the 2,100foot elevationandthatabove thatlevel, the eld sys-
temchangedo isolatedor scatterednoundsandterraceson ned to favorableareas.

2.4 Traditional Information

Thereexists alargebodyof traditionallore concerninghe Kaloko area.Thefollowing
materialis excerptedrom thework of KepaMaly (FagerandGraves1993).

Informationfrom legendsindicatesKaloko hadviable communiies and
theresourcesequiredfor humansurvival, andthattherewasregionalin-
teractionandexchangeof resourcebetweerKaloko andotherareas.The
legendarypicture differs from what presentlyexists in the area,so one
mustask:whathaschangedaloko andindeedthe entireKekaharegion?
It seemghatthechangas dueto (a) lavafrom Hualalai,and(b) changesn
landuseoverthelast150years.Aroundthetime of westerncontact o ws
from Hualalai claimedmuchof the land usedfor settlemers, agriculture
and shponds. The o ws greatly diminishedthe foreston the mountain
slopeswhichundoubgdlyledto adecreasén rainfall. Subsequentanch-
ing further strippedthe mountainslopesandastheforestdisappearewva-
ter catchmentouldnolongerbereliedupon;thefamedwatercavesdried
up, andthe remainingki owai (freshwatersources)n the shorebecame
more brackish. As waterresourcedried up, land use evolved towards
westernpracticesandHawaiiancommunites diminished.

3 Methods

Thesuney consisteddf ve pedestriarsweepghroughthe projectarea.The rst two,

conductednthe rst dayof the ende&or, concentratean the northernandsouthern
boundariesf theparcel. Theremaininghreefocusednthemiddleof theprojectarea,
eachbeginning on the easternedgeof the parceland continung to its westernedge.



Groundvisibility wasmoderateto low over mostof the parcel. All  ve sweepscon-
cernedhemseleswith thelocationandidenti cation of surfacestructuralandportable
remainsfocusingprimarily ondetermininghepresencer absencef gully-baseder

racesashadbeernrecordedy Tainter(Cordyetal. 1991)in nearbyparcels Thesurney

wasfacilitatedby acompassndaxeroxcopy of ataxmapof theparcelareaindicating
adjacenfparcelsandexisting streetnames.Global positioring systemequipmentvas
helpful in establitiing posiions relative to the westernparcelboundarywhich is not

clearlymarkedin the eld.

4 Results

No evidenceof traditionalHawaiian actiity wasfoundin the projectarea. No trace
of agricultural elds, formal or informal, wasfound. Soil on the parcelwasobsened
to be shallav androcky, not well-suited to agriculture. The systemof anti-erosional
agriculturalterracesuuilt in thegulliesrecordecelsavherein Kaloko Maukaby Tainter
(Cordyetal. 1991)wasnotobsened. Severalquasi-terracewerefoundandinspected,
but theseappearedo be formedby naturalprocessearoundrock outcropswith little
or no soil built up behindthem.

The projectareas luxuriant vegetation moves stonesvertically and horizontally
This actionwould breakdown small sitesand might placestonesin “unnatural” po-
sitions, creatingan impressionof a sitein poor condition. In severalinstanceslarge
cobblesandsmallboulderswereobsenedto have beenuplifted by therootsof fallen
trees. Someof thesewere perchedon top of decomposingdree trunks,in positions
that would clearly have beenconsideredhe result of cultural actvity in a different
ervironment

5 Conclusions

No archaeologicasiteswere obsenedin the threedaysof the eld surwey. No land
suitedto traditionalHawaiianagriculturewasfound on the parcel,whichis rocky and
hasashallow, disconinuoussoil cover. It is unlikely thatary signi cant archaeological
featuresexist or ever existedwithin the boundarief the projectarea. While it may
be possble for smallersitesto have beenoverlooked, the likelihood of even large
featuresmuchlesssmalkr ones surviving throughcenturiesof vegetationgrowth and
large scaledisturbanceausedy tree-falls in the projectareais doubtful.

No further archaeologicaWork is needecn this parcel,which canbe developed
with no effect on signi cant historicsitesbecausaonearepresent.
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Glossay

Entriesfor Hawaiian words are excerptedor paraphrasedwhere possible,from the
Hawaiian Dictionary (PukuiandElbert1971),or from Lucas(1995).

‘a’a Basalticlava o wstypi ed by arough,jagged spinoseglinkerysurface.Seealso
pahoehoe

ahupua’a Traditioral Hawaiian land division usually extendingfrom the uplandsto
thesea.

heiau Traditioral Hawaiian placeof worship.

pahoehoe Basalticlava o ws typi ed by smooh, billowy, or ropy surface. Seealso
‘a’a
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