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2 2 BACKGROUND

1 Intr odudion

At the requestof the Hawai'i Field Of ce of The NatureConserangy, T. S. Dye &

ColleaguesArchaeologistdnc. conductedarchaeologicateconnaissancsuney and
backgroundresearchon an approximatelyeight acre parcelin Pu'u Anahulu, Kona
District, Island of Hawaii (TMK 7-2-5:5). A thoroughsearchof the StateHistoric
Preseration Division (SHPD)library andcorrespondencées wasconductedn Jan-
uary 10,2002andanarchaeologicaleld surey wasperformedon Januaryl1,2002.
This letterreportsthe ndings of the survey andbackgroundesearch.

2 Background

Correspondencédes at the SHPD containedno documentatiorof previous archaeo-
logicalwork in the suney area.

The SHPDlibrary likewise containedno archaeologicateportspertainingspeci -
cally to the projectarea,althoudn four inventay suneys have beenconductedn Pu'u
Anahuluahupua’a Theseincludeoneatthe coast(Walker andRosendahl990;Bar-
rera 1980), one at the lower kula (Borthwick et al. 1991; Hammattand Borthwick
1992),andtwo with multiple reportsin the uplandscloseto the projectarea(Walker
etal. 1990;Jimenez1994;Jenserl991;Barreral997;Dye andMaly 2001).

Work onthecoastabportionof Pu'uAnahuluahupua’anvolvedanarchaeological
suney of a500x 150 m areaat Kapalaoa(Barreral980). This surwey producednu-
meroushistoric periodsitesincluding one grave andseveral petroglyphs.Other nds
include habitationcaves, sheltersterracesa possibé shrine,middenscattersa trail,
drystonewalls,andmounds Severalof thesesitesmightcontainevidenceof traditional
Hawaiianuse. A morerecentarchaeologicasurey wasalsoconductedat Kapalaoa
(Walker andRosendah1990),but its resultshave not beenpublished.

Work on the lower kula of Pu"uAnahuluahupua’aconsistedf a 550 acresuney
northof QueerKa ahumanuighway (Borthwicketal. 1991).This suney yieldedsix
traditional Hawaiian sitesincluding a habitationcave, four temporarysheltersanda
scoriaquarry “This low densityof primarily temporaryusesitesis typical of thelower
kulain KonaandleenvardKohaladistricts” (Dye andMaly 2001:13).

Finally, andmostpertinentto the presentwork, aretherecentsuneys of PuuLani
Ranch locatedjust to the northandeastof the subjectparcel(Barreral997;Dye and
Maly 2001). Resultsfrom the PuuLani Ranchsurweys provide the bestindicatian of
the kinds and quantitiesof archaeologicatemainsthat can be expectedto occuron
the subjectparcel. Thesesuneys identi ed morethan30 sites,mostly datingto the
Hawaiian homesteadind ranchingperiod. Early histaic sitesinclude graves, stone
enclosuresstonemounds(agricultural),a stoneplatform, modi ed outcropsandpet-
roglyphs Sometraditional Hawaiian sites were also found, the mostimportant of
whichwasarock sheltercontainingsub-surécedepositof volcanicglass.



3 Environmental Conditionsand Survey Methods

The subjectparcel,while not topographicail comple, doescontaina numberof fea-
turesthat in uenced the effectivenessof the surwey. First, much of the parcelwas
denselyvegetatedat the time of the surney. The southeasternyooded,part of the
parcelcontaineddensegrowths of grass,vines,andlow shrubs. This areawas also
rocky anduneven. The northwestermpartof the parcel,constituing the majority of the
acreagesuneyed, was also denselyvegetated but primarily with tall grass. In both
casesgroundvisibility waslimited.

Localizedareasof the propertycontainedrery sparsevegetaton cover. Theseareas
were found in the south-centraportion in which basaltbedrockwas visible over a
large area,andlocalizedareasto the northeastjn which somegroundsedimentwas
visible. Overall, however, groundvisibility wasvery limited. This was mitigatedto
somedegreeby selective clearingof high areagpotentialmounds)or othersuspected
featureddenti ed by topographt irregularities.

Anotherfactorin uencing the effectivenesof thesuney wasthe presencef large
amountf industial debrison the property Concentratedh the southeasandnorth-
east,this debrisconsiséd of scrapsteel,abandonedehiclesand equipmentdrums,
large woodenforms,andothermiscellaneousvaste.This materialcoveredsubsantial
partsof the propertyandseverelylimited suney coveragewherepresent.

Suney methodolog consistedf a seriesof pedestriariransectspacedatapprox-
imately 10 m intervals. Transectsvereorientednorthwestto southeastfollowing the
roughlysquareshapeof the property In termsof large featuressuchasstonevork and
terracingthesurwey likely providedsufcient coverage notwithstandinghe obstacles
menticned above. With regardsto artifactscloserto groundsurface,the survey was
unlikely to nd suchobjects.If morethoroughsurfacecoverages neededit would be
necessaryo conductarge scaledevegetationor to resuney duringthesumner months
whenvegetationdiesbacknaturally

4 Results

The reconnaissanceunwey identi ed 2 historic structures,including an old school
building and a houseusedby the schoolprincipal, a stonewall that marksthe par
cel boundarieshistoric farmimplemens, and a broken glassbottle of undetermined
age. In consultatbn with the SHPD, the entireareaboundedon the northeastsouth-
east,and souttwestby the stonewall, and on the northwestby the school,hasbeen
assignedaite number50-10-20-2301.

No evidencefor traditionalHawaiianuseof the projectparcelwasfound.

Foremostamongthe ndings is the “old school' building at the far northernend
of the property(g. 1). Historic mapsshaw this structurepresentas early as 1908
(g. 2), andit wasthereforeprobablyconstructedsometime in the late nineteenthor
early twentiethcenturies. The building was in useas a wood shopand of ce until
very recently Although the interior hasbeensubstantidy remodeledthe building
exterior retainsa high degree of integrity. Exterior architecturaldetailsare present
andin goodrepair particularlyon the sidesof the schoolhous ( gs. 3 and4). The
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structurealsoretainsmostof its original window glass(g. 5). Also presentearby
up-slopeandto the north, is whatlocal informantsrefer to asthe “principal's house'
(g. 6). Thisstructuredoesnotshav onthe 1908surneyor's mapandsopost-dateshe
school.Architecturally it matcheghetypical1930sandlatercottagestyleconstruction
commonto Hawai'i.
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Figurel. Frontof old schoolhousatnorthwesiendof property
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Figure2. 1908mapof Pu uAnahululots (tracedfrom GovernnentSurwey Register
Map No. 2430).
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Figure3. Detail of sideof schoolhoge,nearroof.

Figure4. Northwestsideof schoollouse.



Figure5. Detail of old schoolhose.

Figure6. Former principal's house.
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An extensive stonewall datingto the late 1800sranchingperiodbordersmuchof
the property It is broken anddiscontiruousalongthe southwesside of the property
but the southeastersectionis well presered,reachingheightsof upto 1.1 m. Details
of this sectionarepresentedn gures 8 and9. The northeasterportionof thewall is
alsoin goodrepairwith only minor breaks.

Associatedwith thewall, but outsidethe suney areato the northeastarea com-
plex of large enclosuresndpens.The 1908suneyor's map( g. 2) alsoindicateshat
a“walledenclosurdormerly usedasa pound”’wasoncepresentn the eastquadranof
theproperty Therelationbetweerthis “pound” andthepresentvallsis unclear How-
ever, nowall systemmatchingthe poundboundarieshavn in gure 2 wasobsened
duringthesuney.

Historic artifactswerealsofoundduringthesuney. Sevenmeterssoutiwestof the
easterrcornerof theproperty(alongthe stonewall), two early 1900sfarmimplements
wereidenti ed. Oneisclearlyadischarrav ( g. 10). Thediscsareattachedo acentral
beamattheendof whichis ahitchandahandleverusedfor raisingandloweringthem.
It hasthreeheary steelwheels,asymmetically arranged.The secondmplementis a
two wheeledattachmenbf unknavn function (g. 11). The machineincludeswhat
appearso beanassociategvoodenbox containirg chainandgears.Thewheelsof the
secondmplementare alsosteel,but of a very differentandlighter constructionthan
thoseof thedischarrown. Also presenttthesitewasa steelplow blade.Thesevarious
exampksof earlyfarmingequipmentrein goodcondition, althoughonewheelof the
two-wheeledmplementis badly corroded.

A singlebrokenbottle of uncertainagewasrecorded.Thebottlelay atopthenorth-
easterrsectionof the stonewall. The markingson its bottomread”"TRADE MARK
FUJI-MASAMUNE!." Thebottlemaydateto theearlyor mid 1900s.

Due to what appearto be relatively recentcutsinto the low hillock at the north-
easterrsideof the property it waspossiblefor the surwey to includeassessmermf the
potental for sub-surbcedepositsn this area. The hill-cut hasexposeda faceabout
20mlongandupto 1.5m high (g. 7). Examinaton of thefaceshovedno evidence
of culturaldepositio. Sedimentaverevery ne, ashy andhomogneoughroughthe
entirelengthanddepthof thepro le.



Figure7. Hill-cut on northeastersideof property Note stonewall in background.
Thescaleis markedin 10 cmincrements.

Figure8. Stonewall bearingnortheastThescaleis markedin 10 cmincrements.
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Figure9. Detail of stonewall. Thescaleis markedin 10 cmincrements2.

Figure10. Discharrow.



Figurell.

Two wheeledfarmimplement.
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5 Summary

Archaeologicalreconnaissancsurwey of an approximatelyeight acreparcelin Pu'u
Anahuluresultedn theidenti cation of severalhisioric structuresandartifacts. These
includean old schoolhous, a small house(‘principal’s house'), two large piecesof
farm equipmentand a plow blade,and a bottle of unknavn age. These ndings in-
dicatethathistoric periodremainsrelatingto the ranchingperiodof Hawaiian history
constiutethe majority of archaeologicalemainson the property

Site 50—-10-2-23301might qualify for listing onthe Hawaii Registerof Historic
Placesundersigni cance criterion C* becausehe old schoolhous@mbodieghe dis-
tinctive characteristicef rural Hawaiian schoollousesconstructedaroundthe turn of
thelastcentury Inspectionandanalysisby anarchitecturahistaian would be neces-
saryto assesshe historical signi cance of the schoolhose. The “principal's house'
mightalsoqualify asa contrituting elemento the site's signi cance,althoughits date
of constructionand associatia with the schoolremainuncertain. Listing the site on
theHawaii Registerof Historic Placeanightyield bene tsif theold schoolhous&vere
to beadaptvely reusedor somecommuniy purpose.

A decisionto pursuea register nomiration for site 50—10-8-23301would re-
quireconcurrencef thelandavnerandconsulationwith architecturahistoriansCarol
Ogataand Tonia Moy at the StateHistoric Preseration Division. In addition, either
Ogataor Moy could consulton the potentialbene ts of listing the site on the Hawaii
register

No traditional Hawaiianremainsor featuresverefoundduringthereconnaissance.
Examinaton of anexposedill-cut in the northeasshavedno evidenceof sub-suréce
cultural deposition It is unlikely that traditional Hawaiian architecturalfeaturesare
presenattheparcel;suney in thetall vegetatbnwassufciently intensiveto nd these
if they were present. Small features suchas artifact scatters might well have been
missed during the reconnaissanceuney. However, histaic-eraland modi cations
appeato have alteredmuchof theparcel,andit is unlikely onthis basisthatsigni cant
traditional Hawaiianartifactsor smallfeaturesarepresent.

1criterion C requiresthat sites”embody the distinctive characteistics of a type, period, or methodof
constructionrepresenthework of a master;or possessigh artisticvalue”
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