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1 Intr oduction

At the requestof the Hawai`i Field Of�ce of The NatureConservancy, T. S. Dye &
Colleagues,Archaeologists,Inc. conductedarchaeologicalreconnaissancesurvey and
backgroundresearchon an approximatelyeight acreparcel in Pu`u Anahulu,Kona
District, Island of Hawaii (TMK 7-2-5:5). A thoroughsearchof the StateHistoric
PreservationDivision (SHPD)library andcorrespondence�les wasconductedonJan-
uary10,2002andanarchaeological�eld survey wasperformedon January11,2002.
This letterreportsthe�ndings of thesurvey andbackgroundresearch.

2 Background

Correspondence�les at the SHPDcontainedno documentationof previous archaeo-
logicalwork in thesurvey area.

TheSHPDlibrary likewise containedno archaeologicalreportspertainingspeci�-
cally to theprojectarea,although four inventory surveyshave beenconductedin Pu`u
Anahuluahupua`a. Theseincludeoneat thecoast(Walker andRosendahl1990;Bar-
rera 1980), one at the lower kula (Borthwick et al. 1991; Hammattand Borthwick
1992),andtwo with multiple reportsin theuplandscloseto theprojectarea(Walker
etal. 1990;Jimenez1994;Jensen1991;Barrera1997;DyeandMaly 2001).

Work on thecoastalportionof Pu`uAnahuluahupua`ainvolvedanarchaeological
survey of a 500x 150m areaat Kapalaoa(Barrera1980). This survey producednu-
meroushistoricperiodsitesincluding onegrave andseveralpetroglyphs.Other�nds
includehabitationcaves,shelters,terraces,a possible shrine,middenscatters,a trail,
drystonewalls,andmounds. Severalof thesesitesmightcontainevidenceof traditional
Hawaiianuse. A morerecentarchaeologicalsurvey wasalsoconductedat Kapalaoa
(WalkerandRosendahl1990),but its resultshavenotbeenpublished.

Work on thelower kula of Pu`uAnahuluahupua`aconsistedof a 550acresurvey
northof QueenKa`ahumanuHighway(Borthwicketal. 1991).Thissurvey yieldedsix
traditional Hawaiian sitesincluding a habitationcave, four temporaryshelters,anda
scoriaquarry. “This low densityof primarily temporaryusesitesis typicalof thelower
kula in KonaandleewardKohaladistricts” (DyeandMaly 2001:13).

Finally, andmostpertinentto thepresentwork, aretherecentsurveys of PuuLani
Ranch,locatedjust to thenorthandeastof thesubjectparcel(Barrera1997;Dye and
Maly 2001). Resultsfrom thePuuLani Ranchsurveys provide thebestindication of
the kinds andquantitiesof archaeologicalremainsthat canbe expectedto occuron
the subjectparcel. Thesesurveys identi�ed morethan30 sites,mostly datingto the
Hawaiian homesteadandranchingperiod. Early historic sitesincludegraves,stone
enclosures,stonemounds(agricultural),a stoneplatform,modi�ed outcrops,andpet-
roglyphs. Sometraditional Hawaiian siteswere also found, the most importantof
whichwasa rocksheltercontainingsub-surfacedepositsof volcanicglass.
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3 Envir onmental Conditionsand SurveyMethods

Thesubjectparcel,while not topographically complex, doescontaina numberof fea-
turesthat in�uenced the effectivenessof the survey. First, much of the parcelwas
denselyvegetatedat the time of the survey. The southeastern,wooded,part of the
parcelcontaineddensegrowths of grass,vines,and low shrubs. This areawasalso
rocky anduneven.Thenorthwesternpartof theparcel,constituting themajorityof the
acreagesurveyed, wasalsodenselyvegetated,but primarily with tall grass. In both
cases,groundvisibility waslimited.

Localizedareasof thepropertycontainedverysparsevegetationcover. Theseareas
were found in the south-centralportion, in which basaltbedrockwasvisible over a
large area,andlocalizedareasto the northeast,in which somegroundsedimentwas
visible. Overall, however, groundvisibili ty wasvery limited. This wasmitigatedto
somedegreeby selective clearingof high areas(potentialmounds)or othersuspected
featuresidenti�ed by topographic irregularities.

Anotherfactorin�uencing theeffectivenessof thesurvey wasthepresenceof large
amountsof industrial debrison theproperty. Concentratedin thesoutheastandnorth-
east,this debrisconsisted of scrapsteel,abandonedvehiclesandequipment,drums,
largewoodenforms,andothermiscellaneouswaste.This materialcoveredsubstantial
partsof thepropertyandseverelylimitedsurvey coveragewherepresent.

Survey methodology consistedof aseriesof pedestriantransectsspacedatapprox-
imately10 m intervals. Transectswereorientednorthwestto southeast,following the
roughlysquareshapeof theproperty. In termsof largefeaturessuchasstonework and
terracing,thesurvey likely providedsuf�cient coverage,notwithstandingtheobstacles
mentionedabove. With regardsto artifactscloserto groundsurface,the survey was
unlikely to �nd suchobjects.If morethoroughsurfacecoverageis needed,it wouldbe
necessaryto conductlargescaledevegetationor to resurvey duringthesummermonths
whenvegetationdiesbacknaturally.

4 Results

The reconnaissancesurvey identi�ed 2 historic structures,including an old school
building anda houseusedby the schoolprincipal, a stonewall that marksthe par-
cel boundaries,historic farm implements, anda broken glassbottle of undetermined
age. In consultation with theSHPD,theentireareaboundedon thenortheast,south-
east,andsouthwestby the stonewall, andon the northwestby the school,hasbeen
assignedsitenumber50–10–20–23301.

No evidencefor traditionalHawaiianuseof theprojectparcelwasfound.
Foremostamongthe �ndings is the `old school' building at the far northernend

of the property(�g. 1). Historic mapsshow this structurepresentasearly as 1908
(�g. 2), andit wasthereforeprobablyconstructedsometime in the late nineteenthor
early twentiethcenturies. The building was in useas a wood shopand of�ce until
very recently. Although the interior hasbeensubstantially remodeled,the building
exterior retainsa high degreeof integrity. Exterior architecturaldetailsare present
andin goodrepair, particularlyon the sidesof the schoolhouse (�gs. 3 and4). The
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structurealsoretainsmostof its original window glass(�g. 5). Also presentnearby,
up-slopeandto the north, is what local informantsrefer to asthe `principal's house'
(�g. 6). Thisstructuredoesnotshow onthe1908surveyor'smapandsopost-datesthe
school.Architecturally, it matchesthetypical1930sandlatercottagestyleconstruction
commonto Hawai`i.
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Figure1. Frontof old schoolhouseatnorthwestendof property.

Figure2. 1908mapof Pu`uAnahululots (tracedfrom GovernmentSurvey Register
MapNo. 2430).
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Figure3. Detail of sideof schoolhouse,nearroof.

Figure4. Northwestsideof schoolhouse.
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Figure5. Detail of old schoolhouse.

Figure6. Former`principal'shouse.'
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An extensive stonewall datingto the late1800sranchingperiodbordersmuchof
theproperty. It is brokenanddiscontinuousalongthesouthwestsideof theproperty,
but thesoutheasternsectionis well preserved,reachingheightsof up to 1.1m. Details
of this sectionarepresentedin �gures 8 and9. Thenortheasternportionof thewall is
alsoin goodrepairwith only minorbreaks.

Associatedwith thewall, but outsidethe survey areato thenortheast,area com-
plex of largeenclosuresandpens.The1908surveyor's map(�g. 2) alsoindicatesthat
a“walledenclosureformerlyusedasapound”wasoncepresentin theeastquadrantof
theproperty. Therelationbetweenthis“pound” andthepresentwalls is unclear. How-
ever, no wall systemmatchingthepoundboundariesshown in �gure 2 wasobserved
duringthesurvey.

Historicartifactswerealsofoundduringthesurvey. Sevenmeterssouthwestof the
easterncornerof theproperty(alongthestonewall), two early1900sfarmimplements
wereidenti�ed. Oneisclearlyadischarrow (�g. 10). Thediscsareattachedtoacentral
beamattheendof whichis ahitchandahandleverusedfor raisingandloweringthem.
It hasthreeheavy steelwheels,asymmetrically arranged.Thesecondimplementis a
two wheeledattachmentof unknown function (�g. 11). The machineincludeswhat
appearsto beanassociatedwoodenboxcontaining chainandgears.Thewheelsof the
secondimplementarealsosteel,but of a very differentandlighter constructionthan
thoseof thedischarrow. Also presentat thesitewasasteelplow blade.Thesevarious
examplesof earlyfarmingequipmentarein goodcondition, althoughonewheelof the
two-wheeledimplementis badlycorroded.

A singlebrokenbottleof uncertainagewasrecorded.Thebottlelay atopthenorth-
easternsectionof thestonewall. Themarkingson its bottomread”TRADE MARK
FUJI-MASAMUNE.” Thebottlemaydateto theearlyor mid 1900s.

Due to what appearto be relatively recentcuts into the low hillock at the north-
easternsideof theproperty, it waspossiblefor thesurvey to includeassessmentof the
potential for sub-surfacedepositsin this area. The hill-cut hasexposeda faceabout
20 m long andup to 1.5m high (�g. 7). Examination of thefaceshowedno evidence
of culturaldeposition. Sedimentswerevery �ne, ashy, andhomogeneousthroughthe
entirelengthanddepthof thepro�le.
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Figure7. Hill-cut on northeasternsideof property. Notestonewall in background.
Thescaleis markedin 10cm increments.

Figure8. Stonewall bearingnortheast.Thescaleis markedin 10cm increments.
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Figure9. Detail of stonewall. Thescaleis markedin 10cm increments2.

Figure10. Disc harrow.
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Figure11. Two wheeledfarmimplement.
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5 Summary

Archaeologicalreconnaissancesurvey of an approximatelyeight acreparcelin Pu`u
Anahuluresultedin theidenti�cation of severalhistoric structuresandartifacts.These
includean old schoolhouse, a small house('principal's house'), two large piecesof
farm equipmentanda plow blade,anda bottle of unknown age. These�ndings in-
dicatethathistoricperiodremainsrelatingto theranchingperiodof Hawaiianhistory
constitutethemajority of archaeologicalremainson theproperty.

Site50–10–20–23301might qualify for listing on theHawaii Registerof Historic
Placesundersigni�cancecriterionC1 becausetheold schoolhouseembodiesthedis-
tinctive characteristicsof rural Hawaiianschoolhousesconstructedaroundtheturn of
thelastcentury. Inspectionandanalysisby anarchitecturalhistorian would beneces-
saryto assessthe historicalsigni�canceof the schoolhouse. The `principal's house'
mightalsoqualify asacontributingelementto thesite'ssigni�cance,althoughits date
of constructionandassociation with the schoolremainuncertain.Listing the site on
theHawaii Registerof Historic Placesmightyield bene�tsif theold schoolhousewere
to beadaptively reusedfor somecommunity purpose.

A decisionto pursuea register nomination for site 50–10–20–23301would re-
quireconcurrenceof thelandownerandconsultationwith architecturalhistoriansCarol
OgataandTonia Moy at the StateHistoric Preservation Division. In addition, either
Ogataor Moy couldconsulton thepotentialbene�ts of listing thesiteon theHawaii
register.

No traditionalHawaiianremainsor featureswerefoundduringthereconnaissance.
Examinationof anexposedhill-cut in thenortheastshowednoevidenceof sub-surface
cultural deposition. It is unlikely that traditionalHawaiian architecturalfeaturesare
presentat theparcel;survey in thetall vegetationwassuf�ciently intensiveto �nd these
if they werepresent.Small features,suchasartifact scatters,might well have been
missed during the reconnaissancesurvey. However, historic-era land modi�cations
appearto havealteredmuchof theparcel,andit is unlikely onthisbasisthatsigni�cant
traditionalHawaiianartifactsor smallfeaturesarepresent.

1Criterion C requiresthat sites”embodythe distinctive characteristics of a type, period,or methodof
construction;representthework of a master;or possesshighartisticvalue”
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